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RETAIL TRADING HOURS AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Second Reading 

Resumed from 16 September. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [3.30 pm] — in reply: When the 
house rose last Thursday, I was winding up the debate on the Retail Trading Hours Amendment Bill 2009 and 
responding to a number of the issues raised by the opposition and other members. The three issues that have 
been the subject of negotiations between the government and the opposition were referred to by Hon Ljiljanna 
Ravlich, and I mentioned those in my comments. That work is proceeding and it relates to the lease register, the 
definition of durable goods and the provision of a small business commissioner. I indicated to the house how 
important the small business commissioner is in ensuring that any extension of trading hours does not adversely 
impact upon small business, and we hope that will be the case. 

During the second reading debate on the other two retail trading hours bills, I indicated that the government had 
agreed to the opposition’s request that New Year’s Day be excluded from an extension of the general retail shops 
opening period, and so that will continue as it has in the past; however, the government does not support 
removing Boxing Day as a day upon which shopping can take place, so that has not been agreed to. 

Hon Lynn MacLaren was supportive of the legislation and talked about a small business advocate. I repeat that, 
from my, and the government’s, point of view, it is very important that any extension of trading hours has a 
provision for what she calls a small business advocate and what the government is calling a small business 
commissioner. The purpose of that role is to ensure that we look very closely at the way small businesses are 
treated in the context of extended trading hours. As I indicated earlier, the government’s intention is for the small 
business commissioner to be part of the Small Business Development Corporation. That will then provide us not 
only with a commissioner but also with a bureaucratic structure that will allow the commissioner to do his or her 
job as that role rolls out.  

The member talked about the planning system reform; I will relay her comments to the Minister for Planning as 
that may be a vehicle that can be looked at more closely in terms of issues surrounding deregulation. The 
member also talked about antimonopoly laws and not supporting any further deregulation until such time as they 
are in place; I think the member would be aware that they are, fundamentally, federal parliamentary areas of 
activity. I have to say, from a personal point of view, that I do not disagree, in principle, with what the member 
raised; that may not be the government’s position, but I think there is some need to provide protection for small 
business operators. There is no doubt that in the minds of many some of the very large businesses in our 
community are a bit voracious when it comes to market share, and they are not much fussed about who gets hurt 
on the way through. I think it is important to make sure, in a society like ours, that small businesses—
particularly small family businesses—have a chance to continue to grow and do well within the society that we 
live in. 

Hon Philip Gardiner talked again about cannibalising small country towns; I hope that that does not happen. I 
think we have a government, of which I and he are both members, that has a very positive attitude towards 
regional Western Australia. During the previous debate I stated that I did not know why some of those country 
communities had not decided to use their existing capacity for extended trading hours to start picking off some 
of the outer suburban parts of the metropolitan area; they could quite easily have attracted customers from 
metropolitan areas to their own shopping areas for Sunday shopping, for example, if they had wanted to. It 
would have been an interesting scenario to have had the reverse, whereby the country towns outside the 
metropolitan area could have, in fact, been cannibalising some of the outer suburbs of the metropolitan area.  

The member raised the important issue of our country towns looking after their own interests. I often use the 
example of a little town called Konnongorring, north of Goomalling, which virtually does not exist anymore. It 
used to have a shop and a viable community, and then people started going to Goomalling to do their shopping, 
and then the people in Goomalling started going to Northam to do their shopping, and the people in Northam 
started going to Midland to do their shopping. We have to say to people in those country towns that if they want 
viable businesses in their own communities, they have to support them. I think there has been a fairly long 
history of a lot of country towns in Western Australia losing businesses because the locals went somewhere 
else—to a bigger centre or to the metropolitan area—to carry out their business. I say to country people that if 
they want to retain the services of government and retain businesses, they have to support them. When I was 
Minister for Education, I had to close some schools and people were telling me that we could not close their 
schools because they were the centre of the community, yet there was no bank or shop or no nothing there 
because those people had not supported the bank or the shop and had gone off and shopped elsewhere. Country 
communities need to think about that in the context of loyalty within their own communities. 
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I thank members for their contributions to the debate; this bill represents a step in the direction of deregulation of 
shopping hours. Fundamentally, it provides for shops being able to open until 9.00 pm on Mondays to Fridays in 
the metropolitan area. If anybody wants to see the map of the metropolitan area in the context of this legislation, 
I will make that available to them.  

Hon Ken Travers: It has not changed since 1963. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Probably not, but it does take in Rockingham, Serpentine–Jarrahdale and Wanneroo, 
all of which have expanded. Whether that is a good description of the metropolitan area is a matter for people to 
make a judgement on. I thank members for their support and move that the bill be read a second time. 

Question put and a division called for. 

Bells rung and the house divided. 

Hon Kate Doust: I only heard one voice, Mr President.  

The PRESIDENT: I heard a couple of voices.  

The division resulted as follows — 

Ayes (26) 

Hon Liz Behjat Hon Phil Edman Hon Alyssa Hayden Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich 
Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm Hon Sue Ellery Hon Lynn MacLaren Hon Linda Savage 
Hon Helen Bullock Hon Brian Ellis Hon Robyn McSweeney Hon Ken Travers 
Hon Jim Chown Hon Donna Faragher Hon Michael Mischin Hon Alison Xamon 
Hon Peter Collier Hon Adele Farina Hon Norman Moore Hon Ken Baston (Teller) 
Hon Ed Dermer Hon Nick Goiran Hon Helen Morton  
Hon Kate Doust Hon Nigel Hallett Hon Simon O’Brien  

Noes (6) 

Hon Robin Chapple Hon Wendy Duncan Hon Giz Watson  
Hon Mia Davies Hon Philip Gardiner Hon Col Holt (Teller)  

Question thus passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House), and passed. 
 


